


We are thrilled to welcome you on the extraordinary journey that is our
78th season, as we invite you to Forge Your Path. Each of our
productions this year explores the courage and resilience it takes to find
one’s own way in the world. No matter where you are on your journey, we
hope these stories will inspire you to embrace adventure, face challenges,
and discover the power within yourself.

Our season begins with the timeless classic Annie, a story of optimism and
perseverance in the face of hardship. Annie’s journey reminds us that even
in our darkest moments, we can always hope for a brighter tomorrow.
Then, we venture into the icy world of Disney’s Frozen, JR, where two
sisters learn that true strength comes not from fear, but from embracing
who they truly are.

In Where the Mountain Meets the Moon, we follow Minli, a young
girl who dares to seek her own destiny beyond what she has always known.
Her journey to change her family’s fortune is a testament to the power of
storytelling and believing in the impossible. From there, we dive into the
hilarious and heartfelt tale of Shrek, where an unlikely hero discovers that
being true to oneself is the greatest adventure of all.

Our season continues with A Bad Case of Stripes: The Musical, a
colorful story about self-acceptance and the courage to embrace
individuality. And finally, we close Season 78 with the sweeping epic Les
Misérables, where characters fight for freedom, redemption, and the
pursuit of a better future – each forging their own path in the face of
adversity.

Through these stories, we celebrate the dreamers, the adventurers, and the
misfits who dare to carve their own way. We invite you to join us in the
audience, experience the magic of live theatre, and be inspired by these
unforgettable journeys.

Joey Price

A NOTE FROM PRODUCING
ARTISTIC DIRECTOR, JOEY PRICE

WELCOME to San Diego Junior
Theatre’s 78th season!

https://juniortheatre.com/shows/annie/
https://juniortheatre.com/shows/disneys-frozen-jr/
https://juniortheatre.com/shows/disneys-frozen-jr/
https://juniortheatre.com/shows/where-the-mountain-meets-the-moon/
https://juniortheatre.com/shows/shrek-the-musical/
https://juniortheatre.com/shows/a-bad-case-of-stripes-the-musical/
https://juniortheatre.com/shows/les-miserables-school-edition/
https://juniortheatre.com/shows/les-miserables-school-edition/


CAST

Photography, videotaping, sound recording & texting 
are strictly prohibited during the performance.

MINLI.................................................................................................................................................Valentina Cornelia
DRAGON.....................................................................................................................................................Pearl Salonga
BA/A-GONG..................................................................................................................................................Caleb Dade
MA/AMAH..........................................................................................................................................................Nia Castro
MAGISTRATE/GREEN TIGER..................................................................................................Caleb Nayve
THE OLD MAN OF THE MOON.........................................................................Kira Soonthornnon
GOLDFISH MAN................................................................................................................................Safina Hwang
XIAO MAO/LION.........................................................................................................................................Lena Turk
BEGGAR/KING............................................................................................................................................Catherine Ji
A-FU.........................................................................................................................................................Dorian Lei Leano
DA-FU...................................................................................................................................................................Naomi Park
GOLDFISH 1...............................................................................................................................................Jamie Graves
GOLDFISH 2................................................................................................................Cricket Ethridge LaShell

VILLAGERS/VENDORS

Ashlyn Graves
Ava Macawili
Elliana Gabai

Naia Okunor
Taj Plettner Booker

Sloane Price

Kaia Rae Cagasan

ENSEMBLE
Angelina Noone

Destiny Snow
Ellanora Paisley Vejar

Gwynn O’Leary Enterline
Liliana Pomeranz

Liz Rodriguez
Marlo Ragadio

Maya Sithole
Olivia Robinson

Rachel Sciammas
Reyna Sasson
Sloane Ash
Sophia May
Yubo Ma

UNDERSTUDIES
Minli - Dorian Lei Leano, Ba/A-Gong - Caleb Nayve, Ma/A-mah - Safina Hwang,

Dragon - Lena Turk, Beggar King - Kira Soonthornnon, 
Man of the Moon - Catherine Ji, Swings - Ashlyn Graves, Ava Macawili,

Goldfish 1 - Cricket Ethridge LaShell 



CREW
STAGE MANAGER..................................................................................................................Zoey Mendenhall
ASSISTANT STAGE MANAGERS..........................................................Icoris Wyse, Penny Gage
BOX OFFICE.........................................................................................Emily Bertelsen, Phoebe DeSonia
HOUSE MANAGERS........................................................................Adelaide Orechwa, Sarina Turk
SOUND BOARD OPERATORS.........................Keaton Ethridge LaShell, Zara Butcher
LIGHT BOARD OPERATOR.......................................................................................................Elliott Roach
SPOTLIGHT OPERATOR.............................................................................................................Chloe Palmer
COSTUMES...........................................................................................Claire Palmer, Ezra Floersheimer,
                                                                      Jackie Freeman, Julieta Flores, 
                                                      Michelle Tonantzin Simeus, Sofia deAnda
HAIR & MAKEUP.........................................................Blake Burrows, Catie Nordin, Eliza Todd,
                                                                         Nixon Jaimes, Val Borromeo
STAGE CREW..............................................................Asa Erickson, Audrey Buhr, Enzo Tringale, 
                                                                     Pierson Beal, Reagan Runsvold
USHERS........................................................................10-08 Ballas, Adalyn Boyer, Amaia Downing,
                                        Evelyn Marcella, Jamie Robinson, LillyAnn Conrads, 
                                                                        Mary Kuriakose, Sage Garcia
CREW FLOATER.....................................................................................................................................Theo Martin

MUSICAL NUMBERS
ACT 1 ACT 2

Fruitless Mountain
The Prideful Magistrate
The Prideful Magistrate (Reprise)
Goldfish Sings
Minli’s Journey Song
I Was A Figment
The City of Bright Moonlight
Act I Finale

Paper of Happiness
Moon Rain Village
Ma’s Story
Minli’s Journey Song (Reprise)
Fruitful Mountain
Finale

There will be a 15-minute intermission between Acts 1 and 2.

WHERE THE MOUNTAIN MEETS THE MOON is produced by special
arrangement with the Author and Elaine Devlin Literary, Inc., 1115 Broadway,
New York, NY 10010 and with permission of Writers House, LLC on behalf of

Grace Lin.

MUSICIANS
Piano - Stephen Evangelista

Erhu - Jeffrey Chen
Percussion - Marco Mexia



DIRECTOR........................................................................................................................................................Sarah Jane Salonga
MUSIC DIRECTOR.................................................................................................................................Stephen Evangelista
CHOREOGRAPHER..................................................................................................................Theresa Maigue Bendorf
SCENIC DESIGN............................................................................................................................................Samantha Rojales
COSTUME DESIGN............................................................................................................................Christopher Thornton
LIGHTING DESIGN......................................................................................................................................Matthew Novotny
HAIR & MAKEUP DESIGN....................................................................................................................Tammy Molenaar
SOUND DESIGN.....................................................................................................................................................Robin Wheeler
SOUND ENGINEER..................................................................................................................................................Cole Atencio
SET CONSTRUCTION........................................................................................Gordo Ghostway, Isaac Vermilye
PR & MARKETING..................................................................................................Anthony Zelig, Sabrina Webster
CULTURAL CONSULTANT.....................................................................................................................................June Zhou
ASL INTERPRETERS...................................................................................................Anelia Glebocki, Liz Mendoza

PRODUCTION TEAM

PARENT COMMITTEE CHAIRS
PRODUCTION CHAIRS.....................................................................Jaime LaShell, Lauren Price, Lei Yang
LOBBY DECORATION........................................................................................................................................................Ying Su
REFRESHMENTS...............................................................................................................................................................Carrie Ash
STRIKE DINNER.............................................................................................................................................Charlene Cornelia
MEMORY BOOK....................................................................................................................................................Courtney Dade
LOAD IN/STRIKE CHAIR...............................................................................................................................Angela Booker
SCHOOL DAY MEALS..........................................................................................................................Michelle Rodriguez

SPECIAL THANKS
Parent Volunteers of Cast and Crew

UP NEXT AT SAN DIEGO JUNIOR THEATRE...

TICKETS ON SALE AT JUNIORTHEATRE.COM 

Dr. Li-Rong Lilly Cheng, SDSU Chinese Cultural Center
Blake McCarty, Blindspot Collective White Dragon Martial Arts



For details on our spring and
summer sessions, and to
register, visit juniortheatre.com
or scan the QR code!



Scan the QR Code!

Delve further into Minli’s world
with SDJT’s official study guide for

Where the Mountain
Meets the Moon! Advertise your

business to 
Junior Theatre

audiences.

For details, scan
the QR code below:

Your Ad Here!

Scan the QR
code to access

the guide!

Introducing the 
JT Merchandise Shop!

Check out our large variety of JT-branded clothing and
accessories! Most items available in multiple colors and

sizes. New items added regularly.

Order your merch
today and show
your JT Pride!

All proceeds support
JT programming.







PARENT AUXILIARY BOARD
CO-PRESIDENTS....................................................................................Debbie Kilbourn, Debi Schneiderwind
SECRETARY.................................................................................................................................................Rebecca Gregerson
VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR/MEMBERSHIP.............................................................Justine Freeman
JTAGS.....................................................................................................................................Jennifer Calderon-Mendenhall
JTOPS..........................................................................................................................................................................Audra Hochman

SAN DIEGO JUNIOR THEATRE STAFF

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR.......................................................................................................................Desha Crownover
PRODUCING ARTISTIC DIRECTOR............................................................................................................Joey Price
EDUCATION DIRECTOR................................................................................................................................Elissa Russell
DIRECTOR OF COMMUNICATIONS & PATRON SERVICES............................Anthony Zelig
PRODUCTION MANAGER.......................................................................................................................Isaac Vermilye
OFFICE MANAGER...........................................................................................................................................Nikki Saldana
EDUCATION COORDINATOR............................................................................................................Isadora Swann
ASSISTANT PRODUCTION MANAGER........................................................................Gordon McLachlan
MARKETING & PATRON SERVICES ASSISTANT....................................................Sabrina Webster
COSTUME LOFT COORDINATOR.........................................................................................Tammy Molenaar
OFFICE ASSISTANTS.......................................................................................Tessa Molenaar, Lizzie Cisneros
FINANCIAL ACCOUNTING ADVISOR.................................................................................Becky Jonestrask
GRAPHIC/WEB DESIGNER ....................................................................................................................Barron Henzel

PRESIDENT.......................................................................................................................................................................Rick Wisner
TREASURER............................................................................................................................................................Justin Ruggiero
SECRETARY...................................................................................................................................................Allison Harris-Turk

WE’RE SOCIAL

Charlene Cornelia Steve Multer

LAND ACKNOWLEDGMENT
San Diego Junior Theatre recognizes that we sit on the ancestral homeland of the
Kumeyaay Nation. We extend our respect and gratitude to the Kumeyaay peoples
who have lived here for over 10,000 years.

Follow us @juniortheatre

Carlos SolorioAlice Cash



THANK YOU TO OUR DONORS
Director’s Circle 
$10,000+

Diamond Circle 
$5,000-$9,999

Gold Circle
$1,000-$4,999

Silver Circle
$500-$999

Bronze Circle
$250-$499

Patron 
$100-$249

Casey Purlia Johnson Fund at the 
 Chicago Community Foundation
City of San Diego Cultural 
  Affairs
Drs. Robert & Julie Cowan Novak 
  and Family
Mary Oswell & Stan Pedzick
Gina Purlia & Kent Johnson DAF 
  at the Chicago Community 
  Foundation
Patrons of the Prado
Price Philanthropies

Daphne Seybolt Culpepper 
  Memorial Foundation
Jessica & Bradley Voytek

Anna C. Lewis Fund of the Jewish 
  Community Foundation
Anonymous
BGB
Agnes Chu & Tom Gilmore
Hoffman/Freeman Family
Kimberly & Farrell Layton
Katherine Matlack & Lloyd Price
Nordin Family
Lori Partrick
Justin Ruggiero
Kathryn Starr
Brian Stokes Mitchell
James & Laurie Wen
Rick & Bridget Wisner

Dooley Family
Rosanne & Robert Fleming
Fulton Family
Kimberly Golynskiy
Aaron & Victoria Haberman
Denise McConnell
Steve Multer
Louisa Porter
Janet & Anne Winder-Steed

Geoff & Shern Clow
Keli Costales
Greg Delawie
Michelle Fleming
Denise Hampton
Darren Jackson
Lisa Jaret
Richard & Linda Landres
Jaime LaShell
Lazy Dog Restaurants
Linton Family
Lynne Mayfield
Elizabeth Mendoza
Marsha Mooradian
Kathy Nordin
John Oldenburg
Chip Persons
Kevin Phillips
Philip Reza
Jody & Dave Rowley
San Diego History Center
Susan Thompson
Felicia Wells
Charlotte Wen
Ronald & Carole Williams
Victoria Wyeth

Leslie Adams Carpenter
Anonymous, in memory of Dr. 
  Charles Person
Stephanie Blake
Rebecca Decker
Charles L. Deem
Dale Fleming
Betsy & George Gardner
Marlene & Marc Hamovitch
Allison Harris-Turk & Brian Turk
Kimberly King
Jill Kirby
Merkelson Family
Catherine Morrison
Lori Partrick
Robert Paul
Helen Prine
Leslie Racanelli
Renner Family
William Roetzheim
Patti Saraniero & Ben Thoron
Ben & Amy Schindler
Bill & Debi Schneiderwind
Steve Statharos
Janine & Shoshana Tarkow
Linda & Michael Teays
Regina Troxell

JOIN THE DONOR LIST!
Your donation will support SDJT’s critical mission of making 

theatre arts education and production accessible to the youth of San Diego.

SCAN THE QR CODE AND DONATE TODAY!

This list reflects gifts received
through February 19, 2026. 
We are grateful for the
generosity of our donors and
make every effort to ensure
accuracy in the donor listing. If
there is an error, please accept
our apologies and contact
Anthony Zelig at 619-239-8355
so we can make appropriate
corrections.Anonymous (2)

Zachary Bristow
Kristen & Brian Byrne

Abigail, Susan & Jackson Allen
Kyra Borromeo

Thank you!




